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or scarlatina. Blisters may also be applied, and diaphoresis produced by the usual 
means; cold applications to the head, the author considered useless, and even 
likely to increase congestion. Care was also requisite that mere congestion should 
not by the use of stimuli be forced into inflammation, which is the next stage if reso¬ 
lution or fatal termination does not take place. The author regarded idiopathic 
phrenitis as a most rare disease, and hydrocephalus aculus as congestion not inflam¬ 
mation. Phrenilis was well marked by the tensive pain increased on stooping, 
by the bright eye, hot skin, nausea, and vomiting, tendency to delirium, and oc¬ 
casional twitching of the muscles of the face; the most active antiphlogistic mea¬ 
sures should be used. 

There were other forms of headache easy of diagnosis, but of these the author 
would only mention the constant pain of head in children, with emaciation and 
want of sleep, and which diagnosed tubercles of the brain. In the headache of 
pregnant females referred to the centre of the head, and attended with a remarka¬ 
bly slow pulse, and in which, if bleeding is neglected, convulsions, abortion, and 
too often death, are apt to supervene; and lastly, the pain of the head occurring after 
a night’s debauch, the cause of w hich, whether in the stomach or affected organ, 
the author considered not to have been sufficiently investigated. 

The President inquired of the author his means of judging incases of headache 
whether the treatment should be depletory or stimulating, as in his own practice 
he had at times found it extremely difficult to decide, and was often obliged to 
try, as it were, a tentative treatment. 

Dr. P. Murphy thought we should not often be led astray if attention was paid 
to certain points, if a patient complained of the pain of head coming on and 
increasing after getting up in the morning, or assuming the erect position, and 
relieved on resuming the horizontal ; if ttoubled with dimness of sight, faintness, 
perspirations, palpitations on exertion, cramps of legs, depression of spirits, 
frightful dreams, &c., he concluded a tonic treatment would be useful; headache 
from congestion is, moreover, a rare disease. In answer to Mr. Wright, his usual 
practice in clavus hystericus was to commence with tonics, which usually effected 
a cure. Still in some cases he resorted to cupping at the back of the neck with 
the greatest benefit, after the former plan had failed. In cases of young females 
where signs of congestion about the womb existed, leeches to the groins were 
often useful. 

Dr. Silvester agreed in the value of Dr. Murphy's diagnostic symptoms, and- 
alluded to the existence of the venous bruit, which, when present, always indicated 
an ansemial condition of system, and contraindicated depletion, but is benefitted 
by a tonic plan; as a general rule, he thought it wiser not to deplete in headache. 
•He did not agree with the author that the pain of syphilitic headache occurred 
generally at the front or most exposed portions of bone ; he thought it was more 
general about the muscular insertions at the back of the neck, ami in parts well 
covered with muscles; there appeared to be an electric attraction in the poison 
for certain parts of bones.— London Med. Gaz., Dec. 1847. 

21. Ua the Employment of Large Doses of Tartar Emetic in the Treatment of Pneu¬ 
monia, especially in Children. —Dr. Herard observes, that although it is now uni¬ 
versally allowed that doses of tartar emetic, which toxicologists heretofore pro¬ 
nounced poisonous, may be administered with safety, yet the greatest discrepancy 
of opinion prevails as to the amount of benefit derivable from these, notwithstand¬ 
ing the question has received so much illustration from very able writers. Having 
had the opportunity of witnessing the treatment of pneumonia by tartar emetic, at 
the Hotel-Dieu by M. Sandras, and at the Hospice des Enfans by MM. Baude- 
locque and Blache, and this in a great number of cases, he believes that the re¬ 
sults may be advantageously published, especially as the antimony was the only 
remedy employed. He does not agree with those ubo consider that because we 
have so powerful a therapeutical agent as bleeding, inquiries like these are super¬ 
fluous; for not only is it desirable to possess more than one efficacious means, 
especially if their conjoined use is found to diminish the chance of death and 
hasten convalescence; but there are cases in which bleeding cannot be per¬ 
formed without danger, as in ataxic pneumonia, particularly that of drunkards, 
and in pneumonia which manifests itself in persons already exhausted by prior 
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diseases, or hy being surrounded with anti-hygienic circumstances. Children, too, 
at least those who are found in hospitals, ill bear blood-letting even in its mildest 
form. . 

Dose and mode of administration. In the adult, the dose has been rapidly raised 
from five or six to ten grains, but never carried beyond this ; while in children, 
commencing with one and a half or two grains, it has rarely reached five grains. 
It has always been administered in a julep, giving a spoonful or two every hour 
or every second hour, suspending it for two or three hours after meals, and pre¬ 
venting the patient drinking too abundantly of ptisans while taking it. With such 
precautions the medicine becomes easily tolerated, the great error of practitioners 
being the administering it in too large a quantity of fluid. Moreover, a small pro¬ 
portion of syrup of poppies or gummy extract of opium is always added to the 
julep. 

Action on the economy. 1. On the alimentary canal. The authors investigations in 
nowise confirm the assertions of those, who state that inflammation of the bucco¬ 
pharyngeal mucous membrane is a common result of the employment of large 
doses of antimony. In four or five cases only out of sixty in which these were 
given did he meet with a slight aphthous ulceration, apparently resulting from 
the child’s retaining the julep in the mouth before swallowing it. In seven only 
of thirty-one infants did the tartar emetic produce repeated vomiting and purging; 
in twelve the tolerance became established by the second day; while in the rest 
it was observed from the beginning. As a general rule, tolerance is more rapidly 
and durably established as regards the stomach than the intestines. Diarrhma is, 
however, seldom increased by the antimony, and in some cases obstinate consti¬ 
pation follows its use. When tolerance is of somewhat difficult establishment, it 
seems to be more readily brought about by increasing the dose and the frequency 
of administration, than by a contrary proceeding. After the fever has subsided and 
the medicine is only continued because of the persistence of some local symptom, 
tolerance is still maintained. Some patients even take it at their meals, and in 
others it seems to excite the appetite. 

2. Circulation. All observers agree that antimony exerts a marked effect in 
diminishing the number of the pulse. This, in the adult, rapidly falls from 105 to 
80, 70, 60, or even 45. In the child, the diminution is less marked and less per¬ 
manent, the pulse still retaining somewhat of the oscillatory character proper to 
the time of life. This effect upon the pulse cannot be said to result simply from 
the ameliorated state of the patient, since it is observed the very next day after 
giving the antimony, and during the existence of very grave pulmonic lesions as¬ 
certainable by the stethoscope. More than once a pulse which had descended to 
50 has risen to 70 on discontinuing the antimony, again to fall upon its resumption. 
This effect upon the pulse is usually more marked in proportion to the ease with 
which tolerance is established. Simultaneously with the diminution of the number 
of the pulse there is sometimes, but not always, an enfeeblement of the arterial 
and cardiac pulsations; but the intermissions and irregularities mentioned by 
Trousseau have not been observed by the author. The effect upon the pulse is 
sometimes long in disappearing, this continuing slow for several days after the 
suspension of the medicine. 

3. Respiration. This, as well as the pulse, has almost always been found slower 

than natural; but its condition is much more difficult of exact appreciation, espe¬ 
cially in the child. It is best examined during sleep, and then is found sometimes 
to have become affected even by the second dose. . 

4. Secretions. Transpiration has not seemed either in the adult or child to be in¬ 

creased by large doses of antimony; nor has the increased secretion of urine, noted 
by some authors, been observed. . > 

Mode of action. Many excellent observers explain the curative agency ot an¬ 
timony in pneumonia by the powerful revulsion it produces upon the alimentary 
canal; and M. Chomel attributes some of the advantage to the mechanical effect 
which the repeated vomitings exert in disgorging the lungs. But if these expla¬ 
nations are correct, the medicine should be given in smaller doses, for these ex¬ 
ert a far more powerful effect upon the alimentary canal than the larger ones, 
and every emetico-cathartic medicine might be expected to operate as beneficially. 
In fact, the most marked benefit is derived from the use of antimony, just m 
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those cases in which its complete toleration prevents any effect being produced 
upon the stomach or intestines. According to others, it determines towards the 
skin the morbid material which had become concentrated upon the internal 
organs; but the slight amount of increased transpiration ill accords with this ex¬ 
planation. 

The rapid and marked depression of the circulation and respiration has been 
differently explained. Some, as Mialhe, have seen in it a chemical action by which 
the oxidizing power of the lungs upon the blood becomes diminished; while others, 
as Trousseau, believe that the antimony admitted into the circulation acts directly 
through the nervous system upon the heart and inspiratory muscles. The lung 
consequently receives in a given time a less quantity of blood, and has, as an in¬ 
strument of htematosis, less blood to elaborate; and it is to this repose of the 
diseased organ that we may refer the resolution of the disease. To this it may be 
objected, that antimony is as efficacious in some other inflammations, as rheuma¬ 
tism. The author of the present paper is not disposed to add to these hypotheses; 
but observes that, however explained, the diminution of the number of the pulse 
is, in some measure, the index of the beneficial effort of the remedy. When this 
is marked and rapid, a cure is almost always certain. 

Therapeutical effects. The antimony, in the present series of observations, was 
administered to nine adults and thirty-orie children. Of the former, one patient, 
admitted in an advanced stage of the disease, died; and the rest were completely 
cured. Of the children, seven died, two falling victims to tubercular pneumonia. 
In the other five, lobular pneumonia was very extensive ; and five in thirty-one 
is a very favourable proportion in a disease so fatal as is the pneumonia of young 
children in hospital. Lobular pneumonia is far less amenable to tartar emetic 
than the lobar; and those cases of broncho-pneumonia, as M.Guersent terms them, 
occurring in children under two years of age, are generally far more efficaciously 
treated by emetics than by antimony given in contra-stimulant doses. For the 
same reason, probably, the Rasorian method is less successful in aged persons 
than in the adult; for it is well known that at this period of life pneumonia is 
complicated with bronchitis, and the characteristic tubular souffle is often absent. 
So, also, in pneumonia succeeding to bronchitis, M. Sandras has found antimony 
far less efficacious than in cases of pure pneumonia. The most remarkable fact 
among the present cases was the rapid disappearance of the bronchial souffle, and 
its replacement by crepitant or sub-crepitant rales. Bleeding itself does not produce 
so rapid a passage from the second to the first stage of the disease. “ Frequently 
on the day of commencing the antimony, bronchial respiration, with bronchophony 
and resonance of the cough over the half of a lung, were ascertained; and the 
next day rales, more or less fine, might be heard over this entire space. Had this 
phenomenon been met with only once or twice, we should have explained it by 
the undoubted changeableness of the stethoscopic signs in childhood; but the re¬ 
sult was obtained in so many children, that it would have been impossible not to 
have referred it to the antimony, if even it had not been equally exhibited in the 
adult.” The crepitant rale, on the other hand, persists with remarkable tenacity, 
and, becoming assimilated in character to the large, moist, sub crepitant rales of 
chronic or subacute bronchitis, may extend far into convalescence, every other 
sign of returning health being present. The rapidity with which convalescence 
takes place is, indeed, one of the most remarkable and advantageous results of 
the use of antimony. It can hardly be said to exist, so rapidly does health return, 
giving to this method of treatment an infinite advantage over blood-letting in this 
respect. 

Notwithstanding his conviction of its great efficacy, the author would not re¬ 
commend tartar emetic as an exclusive remedy, believing, as a general rule, that 
the disease in adults is most advantageously treated by combining it with vene¬ 
section. It enables us to do with fewer blood-lettings, while these favour its 
absorption. But, to render it of service, practitioners must be convinced of its 
therapeutical importance, and prescribe it from the commencement, not as a mere 
accessory, but as an heroic remedy. In children above two years of age, it should 
be regarded almost as an exclusive medication : although, in exceptional cases, 
one or two emissions of blood or a blister may be required. This last sometimes, 
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however, often proves a dangerous remedy in hospitals.— Brit, and Foreign Med.- 
Chirurg. Review, Jan. 1848, from L’Union Medkale, Nos. 127-131. 

[Connected with the above observations by Dr. Herard, we refer to the very 
interesting paper by Dr. Peebles, in the original department of this number, and 
would particularly call attention to the injurious effects observed by him from 
the use of tartar emetic. In our experience, whilst we have found this article 
most efficient in controlling pneumonic inflammation, we have seen it produce, 
in some cases, especially in young children, and in aged persons, very unman¬ 
ageable irritation of the stomach, and occasionally profuse serous diarrhoea gene¬ 
rally difficult to control, and which in some cases speedily prostrated the patient.] 

22. On the Internal use of Nitrate of Silver in Obstinate Diarrhcea and Dysentery. 
By Thomas Aiken, Esq. The author of this communication remarks, that the 
topical application of the nitrate of silver to inflamed or ulcerated mucous surfaces 
is confessedly a most efficient mode of treating such cases. The knowledge of 
this fact may have induced physicians to employ the same remedy internally 
against disease invading the mucous surface of the hollow viscera. Accordingly, 
we find that ample testimony is afforded to the efficacy of the nitrate of silver in 
certain morbid conditions of the mucous coat of the stomach; but no English 
writer, Copland excepted ( Dictionary of Medicine'), sanctions its employment as 
a therapeutic, agent in morbid conditions of the mucous surface of the intestinal 
tube. The author’s object in the present communication is to adduce such testi¬ 
mony in favour of its sanative power in these affections as may stimulate further 
inquiry into the action of this salt in certain obstinate forms of diarrhrea and dysen¬ 
tery, which occasionally resist the action of the most esteemed remedies wielded 
in the ablest manner. 

Boudin ( Gazette Med., No. 51, 1836), physician to the Military Hospital at Mar¬ 
seilles, treated fifty cases of typhoid fever (dothinenteritis), in most of which 
severe diarrhoea was the most prominent feature, with the nitrate of silver thus: 
When the lower portion of the intestinal tract was presumed to be the seat of ulcer¬ 
ation, enemata, containing from one to three grains, dissolved in distilled water, 
were administered. In most cases one enema sufficed, the symptoms undergo¬ 
ing speedy amelioration. In other cases the remedy was given by the mouth, 
in half-grain doses every half hour, [I] formed into pills with gum tragacanth, or 
starch, until from two to four grains were thus taken. In some instances these 
two modes of treatment were combined; the results were that only two of the fifty 
cases succumbed. Examination showed “ many ulcers” on the mucous mem¬ 
brane in a case of incipient cicatrization— “en voie de cicilrisation.” There was 
evidence of the solution administered per rectum having passed the ileo-ccecal 
valve, and producing effects on the lower portion of the ileum precisely similar to 
those resulting from its action on the surface of the colon. 

Kalt confirms Boudin’s statement, having treated twenty-two cases of dothinen¬ 
teritis with the nitrate of silver. Of these one died. He gave it in mixture (grs. 
ij to vj in decoct, salep. oz. vj); a tablespoonful of which was taken every half 
hour, or hour, according to circumstances. 

Hirsch of Konigsberg (Hufeland’s Journal) found the nitrate of silver to succeed 
in obstinate cases of diarrhoea on the failure of ordinary remedies. It proved 
specially useful in the diarrhoea of newly-weaned infants. In “the advanced 
stage of such cases, when emaciation was extreme, the dejections being frequent, 
fetid, and consistingof a variously coloured, sometimes greenish, orbloody mucus, 
and wanting altogether the fecal character. When aphthous ulceration pervaded 
the mouth, and when prostration was extreme, the action of the nitrate was bril¬ 
liant.” He gave it to children thus:— R Argent, nitrat. crystal), gr. i; aquse 
destill, gij; gum mimosa, 9ij; sacch. albi, jij; Misce. Ft. mist. 

A teaspoonful of this mixture was given every two hours, and an enema, con¬ 
taining a quarter grain of the salt, with mucilage and a little opium, was adminis¬ 
tered. The good effects of this treatment were occasionally visible in a few hours, 
somelimes not until the second day. He pronounces it a specific in the diarrhma 
of infants. He found it almost equally efficacious in severe forms of diarrhcea and 
dysentery occurring in adults. He administered it to the latter in pills, in doses 
varying from one-twelfth to one-twentieth of a grain every two hours. For this 



